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ARTICLEINFO. Abstract

This article explores the concept of transtextuality in Rick
Keywords: Riordan, Percy Jackson, Riordan’s "Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning
Greek mythology, American life, Thief," examining how the novel engages with and reinterprets
narrative, transtextuality, classical mythology through various forms of textual interaction.
intertextuality, parody, allusion, By analyzing intertextuality, parody, allusion, metatextuality, and
metatextuality, myth, hypertextuality, the study highlights how Riordan creates a rich
hypertextuality. tapestry that connects ancient narratives to contemporary themes.

The protagonist's journey not only serves as an adventure but also
as a commentary on the nature of storytelling and cultural
identity. Through humor and modern contexts, Riordan invites
readers to reflect on the relevance of myth in today's world,
ultimately demonstrating how transtextuality enriches the
narrative and enhances its appeal to diverse audiences. This
exploration reveals the intricate ways in which literature can
bridge the past and present, fostering a deeper understanding of
both mythological and modern heroism.
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Introduction

The objectives are to describe the Greek mythology presented in the novel. It was found that, first, the
Greek mythology presented in the novel is blended with American real life; second, the main character
is a son of a Greek mythology god and a real American woman and, third, the setting is a blend of
places in Greek mythology and real American cities. The novel fulfils the readers’ horizon of
expectation of aesthetic enjoyment and of the incorporation of Greek mythology into real American life.

Transtextuality, a concept introduced by literary theorist Gérard Genette, refers to the ways in which
texts interact with one another. In "Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief" by Rick
Riordan, several forms of transtextuality can be identified:

Riordan's work is rich in intertextual references, particularly to Greek mythology. The characters,
events, and themes draw heavily from ancient myths, reinterpreting them in a contemporary setting. For
example, Percy’s quest to retrieve Zeus’s stolen lightning bolt parallels various mythological tales
involving gods and heroes. Intertextuality in Rick Riordan’s "Percy Jackson" series is a rich and
dynamic aspect that enhances the narrative and connects it to various mythological, literary, and
cultural texts. The most prominent intertextual element is the incorporation of Greek mythology.
Riordan reinterprets ancient myths, bringing gods, demigods, and mythical creatures into a
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contemporary setting. This not only makes the myths accessible to modern readers but also invites them
to explore the original texts. Riordan often other literary works, including classic literature and popular
culture. For example, the characters frequently allude to famous books, movies, and even pop songs,
creating a dialogue between his story and broader cultural narratives.

By placing mythological figures in modern contexts—such as using a summer camp for demigods—
Riordan highlights the timelessness of these stories while making them relevant to today’s youth. This
juxtaposition encourages readers to think about how ancient themes resonate in contemporary life.
Many characters in the series echo figures from mythology or literature. For instance, Percy Jackson
himself embodies traits of heroism found in ancient heroes like Odysseus, while also reflecting modern
adolescent challenges. Riordan employs humor to critique and reinterpret traditional myths. By
presenting gods with human flaws and modern dilemmas, he encourages readers to question established
narratives and consider different perspectives.

The series includes references to various aspects of American culture, including politics, social issues,
and technology. This not only situates the story within a specific cultural context but also invites
comparisons with other cultural texts. The interactions between characters often reflect broader themes
found in other literary works, such as friendship, loyalty, and identity. This creates a layered narrative
that resonates with readers familiar with these themes across different texts.

Riordan often employs parody to make ancient myths accessible and humorous for a modern audience.
The portrayal of gods like Poseidon and Athena in mundane situations (e.g., using cell phones)
highlights the absurdity of their divine status, creating a comedic effect that invites readers to engage
with the material in a lighthearted way. Parody plays a significant role in Rick Riordan’s "Percy
Jackson" series, contributing to its humor and accessibility while also providing a fresh take on classical
mythology. Riordan often takes traditional mythological elements and twists them for comedic effect.
For example, the portrayal of gods like Zeus and Poseidon as somewhat petty and flawed beings
contrasts sharply with their grandiose depictions in ancient texts. The characters, particularly Percy, use
modern slang and attitudes that juxtapose the ancient setting of myths with contemporary youth
culture. This creates a humorous dissonance, making the characters relatable to modern readers. Many
plot points involve absurd or exaggerated situations that parody typical hero's journey tropes. For
instance, quests often include mundane tasks or humorous obstacles that highlight the ridiculousness of
the characters' predicaments. Riordan frequently breaks the fourth wall, allowing characters to comment
on their own narrative or the conventions of storytelling. This self-awareness adds a layer of parody, as
characters recognize the absurdity of their situations. The series is filled with references to
contemporary pop culture, including movies, music, and books. These allusions serve to ground the
fantastical elements in a familiar context, enhancing the parody of both myth and modern life. Riordan
plays with traditional character archetypes found in mythology and literature, such as the hero,
mentor, and villain. By exaggerating their traits or placing them in unexpected roles, he creates
humorous contrasts that engage readers. The series often pokes fun at the concept of heroism itself.
Percy and his friends face challenges that are as much about personal growth and friendship as they are
about epic battles, subverting the typical heroic narrative.

The novel is filled with allusions to other literary works, both classical and modern. References to
works like "The Odyssey" or "Harry Potter" situate Percy Jackson within a broader literary tradition,
allowing readers to draw connections between different narratives and themes of heroism, identity, and
adventure. Rick Riordan’s "Percy Jackson" series is rich with allusions that enhance the storytelling and
connect ancient mythology to modern culture. The most prominent allusions are to Greek and Roman
myths. Characters like Percy, Annabeth, and Grover interact with gods, monsters, and heroes from
these mythologies, such as Zeus, Poseidon, Medusa, and Hercules. Riordan alludes to various literary
works, including classics and contemporary novels. For instance, there are nods to works by authors
like J.K. Rowling and J.R.R. Tolkien, often in a humorous context. The series is filled with references
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to movies, TV shows, and music that resonate with young readers. For example, characters might
mention popular films or songs, creating a relatable connection. Riordan incorporates historical figures
into the narrative, blending them with mythological elements. Characters like Daedalus or references to
famous philosophers add depth and context. Everyday situations and contemporary issues are often
mirrored in the characters' adventures, such as school life, friendship dynamics, and family
relationships, making the ancient myths more relevant. The series frequently alludes to superhero tropes
and comic book culture, drawing parallels between demigods and modern-day heroes. References to
video games are common, with characters sometimes likening their quests to game mechanics or
challenges, adding a layer of humor and relatability. These allusions serve not only to enrich the
narrative but also to engage readers by connecting timeless themes with their own experiences and
interests.

Metatextuality. Riordan often comments on the nature of storytelling itself through Percy’s narrative
voice. Percy frequently breaks the fourth wall, addressing the reader directly and reflecting on his
experiences in a way that emphasizes the constructed nature of his story. This self-awareness invites
readers to consider the role of myths in shaping cultural narratives. The characters often exhibit
awareness of their own fictional status. Percy, as the narrator, frequently breaks the fourth wall,
addressing the readers directly and commenting on his own story, which creates a playful and engaging
tone. Riordan weaves in references to other literary works, including mythology, popular culture, and
even other books within the series. This intertextuality enriches the narrative and invites readers to draw
connections between different stories. The series reinterprets ancient myths through a modern lens,
allowing characters to comment on their own myths and the absurdities of their situations. This creates
a dialogue between ancient and contemporary narratives. The use of humor often serves a metatextual
function. Percy’s sarcastic commentary and humorous observations about his quests highlight the often
ridiculous nature of heroism and adventure tropes, poking fun at traditional storytelling conventions.
Characters evolve by reflecting on their roles within the story. For example, Percy grapples with his
identity as a demigod and what it means to be a hero, which adds layers to his character arc while
commenting on broader themes of heroism. The series employs a first-person narrative that allows
Percy to share his thoughts and feelings directly with the audience, creating an intimate connection and
emphasizing the subjective nature of storytelling. Through the lens of mythological adventures, Riordan
comments on contemporary societal issues, such as family dynamics, friendship, and identity, making
the narrative relevant and thought-provoking.

Hypertextuality. The novel can be seen as a hypertextual work, where Riordan creates a new narrative
that exists within the framework of existing mythological texts. By placing modern characters in
ancient myths, he creates a dialogue between past and present, allowing readers to explore how these
stories remain relevant today. Hypertextuality in Rick Riordan’s "Percy Jackson" series can be explored
through various dimensions that connect the narrative to other texts, myths, and cultural references. The
series is deeply rooted in Greek mythology, drawing on ancient myths and legends. Riordan reinterprets
these stories, creating a hypertextual relationship where the modern narrative interacts with classical
texts, making them accessible to contemporary readers. Riordan incorporates elements from modern
pop culture, literature, and media, establishing a web of connections that resonate with readers. This
blending of ancient and modern creates a rich hypertextual landscape where different narratives and
cultural artifacts coexist. The series features characters from various mythologies (e.g., Roman,
Egyptian) in different books, creating a hypertextual universe. This interconnectedness allows readers
to explore themes and characters across multiple narratives, enriching their understanding of each story.
The first-person narrative style allows Percy to reflect on his experiences while referencing other
events and characters within the series. This layering creates a hypertextual experience where readers
can see how different plotlines and character arcs intersect. The interactive nature of the text encourages
readers to engage with the material beyond the pages. Fans often explore myths, fan theories, and
adaptations, creating a community that expands the universe of "Percy Jackson" into a hypertextual
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realm. In some editions, Riordan includes footnotes or asides that provide additional context or
humorous commentary, further deepening the hypertextual experience by connecting the main narrative
to supplementary information. The exploration of identity in relation to mythological heritage creates a
hypertextual dialogue about personal and cultural narratives, allowing readers to reflect on their own
connections to stories and histories.

Conclusion

In "The Lightning Thief," Rick Riordan skillfully weaves together various forms of transtextuality,
enriching the narrative and making it a multifaceted exploration of mythology and identity. Through
intertextual references, parody, allusion, metatextual commentary, and hypertextual connections,
Riordan not only entertains but also invites readers to think critically about the stories that shape our
understanding of heroism and culture. Intertextuality in "Percy Jackson™ serves to deepen the narrative,
enrich character development, and engage readers with both ancient and modern themes, making the
series a multifaceted exploration of myth and culture. Parody in "Percy Jackson™ not only adds humor
but also invites readers to rethink traditional myths and hero narratives. By blending ancient themes
with modern sensibilities, Riordan creates a unique and engaging experience that resonates with a
diverse audience. Overall, metatextuality in "Percy Jackson" enhances the reader's experience by
creating a rich tapestry of interconnections between texts, genres, and cultural references, while also
encouraging critical thinking about storytelling itself. Hypertextuality in "Percy Jackson™ enriches the
reading experience by weaving together multiple narratives, cultural references, and mythological
elements, inviting readers to explore a vast interconnected world of stories.
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